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Dear Mr. Vickery:

‘ ". The En fironmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the latest version of the Texas = -
+ Commission off Environmental Quelity’s (TCEQ) Procedures to Implement the Texas Surface -

Water Quality Ytandards, published in August 2002, We are co'nditiona!:ly approving this
document with fhe exception of the following permitting issues. C

*  Antidegtadation - General Provisions (p. 24, last paragraph), Applicability to Specific -
Paramieters (p. 25, “Listings bused on narrative standards ") & Procedures for
Discharkes to Listed Water Bodies (p. 25, third paragraph):

 The protisions referenced above include language that is jiconsistent with the federal .
regulatidns cited at 40 CFR §122.44(d) and 40 CFR §131.12. Limitstions must contro|
; ants that may be discharged at levels that will cause or contribute to an i
- . exceedagee of state watar qusality standard, In addition, the antidegradation policy miust -
3 ented so that the quality of waters necessary to support designated and
presumef uses are maintained. Therefore, in these cases, controls (l.e., permit '
limitatiops) to provent additional loadings from new and existing dischargers =re required
poliutant is present in the effluent, .

torm Water Perniits - Discharges to Impaired Waters (p. 126):

Under “Qonstituents of Concern,” language in the fixst paragraph must be revised o read
“..TMD} or TMDL implementation plag is only cligible...” to ensurs compliancé with ..
. . . Tederal regulitions and to ensure that perntits for reissuance or major améndmientsfor -
+. - existing dischargers include TMDL requirements. -If a TMDL has been approved by *
- BPA, pernits must be issued in accordance with the TMDL, regardless of whethera -

separate jinplementation plan will be developed., Pexmits mwst establish contiols where
the dischdn e of pollutants have the reasonable potential to cause or coritribuite to the

' . impairmeht of the waterbody, In addition, permits must also establish conditions to
ensure Sopsistency ‘with the requirements of an approved water quality managament plan
approved by EPA, as cited in 40 CFR §122.44(d)(6). - T

' . " Intemat Address (URL) - hiip: / '
_RecyslacRedyolablo « Prined with Vegetsble O Based Inks on Recycled Paper {Mirimum 30% Postconaumer)




P

TCEQ Fax:512-239-4420 hug 14 2008 16:34 P. 02

. . Until theyfare resolved, EPA will address these issues on & permit-by-permit basis as it -

- .reviews and proviles comments on permits drafled under the Texas Pollutant Discharge
. Elimination Systen in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement snid the-federal

regulation cited a§ 40 CFR §122.44(d).

o AS notedp cominents-on th previows versions; EPA has siof contpleted its review SFall - . ¢
- y;new.and revised provisions of the Texaj Surface Water Quallty Standards (X WQSY. Theaise . . .
.+ of the xegression equation for detenhining aritical fow flow values in clessifiéd strears (page 19~
. ... of Implemaptatio T
' .~ Implementation. Pfocedures, such as the processes for antidegradation review, thay be ihcluded in":~ . -
"EPA's consultatio .

Pv‘ocedms) will be reviewed with the TX WQS. Also; sorne portions in the. -

under'the Endangered Species Act on the new and revised provisions of the
TX WQs. ' ' o : - ,-

. We thank You for yoﬁr cooperation in this matter and look forward to working with you

. ‘and your staff. Pidase fiel frez to call me at (214) 665-7101 of siaff in the NPDES Permits
" Oversight Team of the Watershod Management Section if you have apy questions. - -

Sincerely, -

Migue] 1. Flores

Director . S R
Water Quality Protection Division (§WQ)

e Mike Cowsh, Magager, TCEQ - Water Quality Division (MC-145)
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